CO2/Water Displacement in Porous Medium Under Pressure and Temperature Conditions for Geological Storage  by Yu, Minghao et al.
 Energy Procedia  61 ( 2014 )  282 – 285 
Available online at www.sciencedirect.com
ScienceDirect
1876-6102 © 2014 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/).
Peer-review under responsibility of the Organizing Committee of ICAE2014
doi: 10.1016/j.egypro.2014.11.1108 
The 6th International Conference on Applied Energy – ICAE2014
CO2/water displacement in porous medium under pressure
and temperature conditions for geological storage
Minghao Yua,Yongchen Songa, Lanlan Jianga,*,Weizhong Lia
aKey Laboratory of Ocean Energy Utilization and Energy Conservation of Ministry of Education, Dalian University of Technology,
Dalian, Liaoning116024, China
Abstract
This paper presented CO2 injected into water saturated porous media for the immiscible displacement using
Magnetic Resonance Imaging(MRI). The porous medium was formed from the packed bed of glass beads 0.2mm.
CO2/water displacement processes were implemented by a spin echo sequence with MRI technique. CO2/water
displacement processes were investigated for different flow rates. The CO2 and water distribution were distinguished
from MRI images. Then residual water saturation were obtained at steady state. The effects of capillary number were
investigated. Also the interface for different flow rate was investigated. The study provides useful data for transport
process in CO2 storage.
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Nomenclature
Ca Capillary number
 interfacial tension
w the viscosity of water
v displacing fluid velocity.
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1. Introduction
CO2 capture and storage (CCS) is based on capturing CO2 from large point sources and storing CO2
instead of freely releasing to the atmosphere. A clear understanding of immiscible and miscible fluid
displacement at the pore scale is important to predict the continuum scale processes that occur during CO2
geological sequestration. Unstable displacement in porous medium at the pore scale has been a subject of
extensive experimental research in the past and the displacement patterns have been well characterized.
Recently Magnetic Resonance Imaging(MRI) and X-ray CT visualization technology has been increasingly
used to visualize changes in situ saturation distribution during a core flooding experiment for CO2
storage[1-7].
However, these characterizations are limited to a relatively narrow range of viscosity ratios and
Capillary numbers due to technical challenges. In real CO2 sequestration scenarios these quantities may
vary in a much wider range. In previous papers[5], we presented that high resolution MRI was applied to
obtain pore distribution and fluid flow in porous media. In this study, CO2/water displacement process
was investigated for different flow rates. The residual water saturations were obtained. The relationship
residual water saturation with capillary number was investigated. The effects of capillary number were
investigated. The study has provided useful data for transport process in CO2 storage.
2. Experiments
2.1. Experimental equipment and process
The experimental setup is the same as Song et al [8].The porous medium was filled with quartz glass
beads with average diameter of 0.2 mm (BZ-02). To ensure that surfaces of glass beads are free of air
bubbles, the vessel was vacuumed and kept for 1 hour. The vacuumed vessel was then placed in the center
of magnet. The porous media was saturated with water. After saturated with water, the packed bed was
left for 1 hour before images were acquired. A temperature of 298 K and pressure of 6 MPa were selected
to ensure gaseous properties for immiscible displacement process. The immiscible displacement
experiments were carried out in BZ-02 with 0.03 ml/min, 0.08 ml/min, 0.3 ml/min and 0.8 ml/min. The
MRI data was begun to be acquired automatically as CO2 was just injected. Data acquisition was stopped
when the mean MR signal intensity of image became unchanged.
2.2. Results and Discussion
The MRI images of the whole procedures of the immiscible displacement were shown in Fig. 1
respectively, a) Case I: in BZ-02 with 0.03 ml/min, b) Case II: 0.08 ml/min, c) Case III: 0.3 ml/min, and d)
Case IV: 0.8ml/min. Firstly, the water MR signal intensity increases gradually for dissolution into the
water. The intensity increments get small with increasing flow rate. Secondly water from the region
outside FOV is displaced into the FOV. Meanwhile with CO2 front moving, The intensity decreases
gradually. So CO2 saturation increases gradually and linearly. Thirdly, CO2 break through because of fluid
viscosity and gravity forces. It is found that the CO2 channeling or fingering fronts are formed. The
packed porous media is not perfectly homogeneous, so CO2 fills the high permeability regions when they
are accessible to the flow. The low connectivity between high permeability regions and the inlet face of
the core results in low CO2 saturation in high permeability regions which is contrary to common
expectations. Therefore some thin channels were established, and CO2 ran through the channels vertically
in a short period. The time of CO2 breakthrough is different with different flow rates. The water MR
signal intensity decreased. Finally with CO2 continually injecting, the MR signal intensity of water
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becomes stable. Then the CO2 saturation get stable on the third stage, indicating the rest part remains
inaccessible to the residual fluid. So the final residual water saturation and the displacement efficiency is
shown in Tab 1. It was clear that water displacement efficiency or average CO2 saturation depended on
flow rate.
(a) (b)
(c) (d)
0 0.0016
Fig. 1. MRI images of miscible CO2 displacement (a) 0.03 ml/min; (b)0.08 ml/min; (c) 0.3 ml/min and (d)0.8
ml/min in BZ-02
Table 1. Final residual saturation and displacement coefficient
Flow rate
(ml/min)
1-va wC 
CO2 velocity
(mm/s)
Breakthrough
time(min)
Residual
saturation
Displacement
efficiency
0.03 1.56*10-7 0.00762s 29 0.169 85.1%
0.08 4.15*10-7 0.02032 27 0.141 85.9%
0.3 1.56*10-6 0.0762 12 0.111 88.9%
0.8 4.15*10-6 0.2032 10 0.105 89.5%
The type of displacement observed during drainage in two-dimensional porous medium therefore
depends on the relative magnitude of viscous forces and gravity, but also on their relative magnitude with
respect to the heterogeneous capillary forces. A set of dimensionless numbers is usually defined to
quantify these relative magnitudes. The capillary number Ca is the typical ratio of the viscous pressure
drop at pore scale to the capillary pressure:

wC va 
(1)
where  is interfacial tension, w is the viscosity of water, v is the displacing fluid velocity. Ca
are calculated based on CO2 injection, but also represent fluid properties associated with the invading (in
our case, the wetting) fluid. The Ca numbers for experimental results in this work range from
approximately 10-11 to 10-6.
The interface for different flow rates were shown in Fig.2. When a wetting fluid is being displaced by a
fluid placed above it, the viscosity and density of which are much smaller than those of the wetting fluid.
Hence, viscous forces tend to destabilized the interface against the stabilizing effect of gravity. We
considered the flow regimes depending on the Ca: for very slow displacements, the displacement is
controlled by the heterogeneity of the capillary pressures along the interface. The capillary fingering
regime is well by invasion percolation algorithms. For fast displacements, viscous fingering regimes were
observed for viscous forces over capillary effects. It was caused by a rapid breakthrough of the non-
wetting fluid into the wetting fluid. These two flow regimes have been extensively from intensity images..
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(a) (b)
Fig.2.the displacement interface fort for BZ-02:(a)0.03ml/min (b)0.3ml/min
2.3. Conclusions
In this paper, high-resolution MRI was used to investigate two phase fluids flow of CO2 and water in
porous media. The CO2 and water distribution were distinguished from MRI intensity images. Then
residual water saturation were obtained at steady state. The effects of capillary number were investigated.
The Ca numbers for experimental results in this work range from approximately 10-11 to 10-6. Ca increase,
viscous forces dominate, resulting in a sharply decrease in residual wetting phase trapping around
capillary numbers 10-11 to 10-10 .Also the interface for different flow rate was investigated.The study
provides useful data for transport process in CO2 storage.
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